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PHILOSOPHY: This “intuitionist,” 49, arms
her elite clicntele with tips on how to get in
touch with those “innare abilities, already de-
veloped” to create “profound change in vour
life"—through the use of cxercises detailed
in her books (ka-ching!). Clients can either
pay 810,000 amonth for unlimited, 24-hour
access 1o Laura or $135 to be part of a group
warkshop and get ataste of the best-celling
author's professed psychic abilities.

CFELEB FOLLOWERS: Demi Moore,
Lemi’s daughter Rumer Willis and
Jennifer Aniston, who dished to InStyle: 1
met Laura when I lost my dog, Nerman. She
=aid he would be missing fora dayand ahalf,
and sure enough hewas,”

THE REAIL DEAL? As T.aurs herselfhas
noted, “Many of my students begin as
skeptics,” James Watson (the scientist
who co-discovered DNA) mayvouch for her
skills, butthe fact that Brad Pitt declares,
“Ibelievein my gutand I believe in Laura
Dray™—weell, color us convineed.

THE FOUNDING
FATHER:
DEEPAK CHOPRA

PHILOSOPHY: The licensed M., 62, has
kept $2 million a year rolling in since 1088,
when he became aleader in the transcen-
dental meditation movement. His empire
now itcludes the lucrative Chopra Center at
Midrown’s Dream Iotel, where treatments
include Gandharva, a massage during which
atherapist tapson a “crystal singing bowl
CELEE FOLLOWERS: Bill Clinton,
Gerard Butler and Madonna, who clam-
ored to lend her voice to an album of poetry
that Deepak recorded.

THE REAL DEAL? Deepak is not without
his critics, Steve Salemo, author of Shani:
How the Self-Help Movement Made America
Heipless, incurred Deepal’s wrath—in the
form of an angryDecember essay on the
Huffington Post—— after he wrote 2 Wall Strect
Journal piece attacking the guru’s brand of
New Age spirituality: “Show me the proof!”
says ateve, “Youhave a §12-13 billion indus-
Lry run by peaple who have no credentals to
sell the programs they're selling,”
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PHILOSOPHY: After gradusting from
Brovn where she studied ancient Babylonian
astrology then popping over to 5t. John to
design her coo-hizury vacaton home, this
blue-blooded Manhattanite (and great-
grancdavghrer of Gertrude Vanderbile
Whitney), 26, began offering readings to

her fellow socialites.

CELEBRITY FANS: Starlets Leelee
Sobieski and Mena Suvari, as well as so-
cialite Arden Wohl beeline to Aurora. “We
loak a1 their birth charts to explore whiat
their options are,” she says of guiding the
girls in matrers of love and money. Sadly,
she has yet to do a reading for her distant
relation Anderson Cooper.

THEREAL DEAL? Aurora may be new an
the scene, but her practices are old-school;
“Astrology has existed in every socicty since
the beginningoftime,” she says. “Right now
people are more open minded about alterna-
tveways of thinking,” In other words, in
tmes of crisis, look skyward.
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